It was now established beyond controversy that a
Britisher, Beck, taught Muslims the doctrine of sepa-
ration. Mr. Archibold of Aligarh College organised
the 'Command performance' of the Aga Khan for
separate electorates for the Muslims^ which was readily
accepted by Lord Minto in 1909. As a result the lar-
gest minority in the country was taught a separatist
outlook to prevent the Indian Nation from acquiring
strength. The separate electorates under the Morley-
Minto Reforms were the British countermove against
the National will which was asserted during the Ben-
gal Partition movement.
Since that day the Indian Nation had to fight the
British not merely on the political plane but on the
communal plane to prevent the British from streng-
thening the separatist tendencies of the reactionary
section amongst the Muslim. The Hindus wanted the
Muslims as comrades; the British saw to it that the
Muslims constituted them their trustees against the
Hindus. It wtas an agelong imperialist device.
In 1915, the Congress in an attempt to placate
separationism accepted at Lucknow a compromise on
the basis of separate electorates, which even Mr. Mon-
tagu disapproved. The poison once introduced circu-
lated fast enough by the stimulants which the British
gave it from time to time. From and after the Mont-
ford Reforms it became the settled policy of the Bri-
tish officials in this country to treat India as Hindu
and Muslim^ and to look to the reactionary Muslims
thrown up by separate electorates as representa-
tives of the community.
In order to overcome this policy, Congress adopted
two fundamentals: Resistance to alien domination and
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